Council Budget Questions and Requests for Information
2020-21 Manager’s Recommended Budget
Question #17


QUESTION: What is the status of the Climate Action Plan? I believe that it was supposed to be completed by the end of this fiscal year.

RESPONDENT:   John Richardson, Sustainability Officer

[bookmark: _GoBack]RESPONSE: The Climate Action Plan has been impacted by COVID-19 in two significant ways: (1) the virus hit just as we were beginning the public engagement portion of the project and (2) budget projections now show the need for austerity measures across the board. In response, we have developed a climate action opinion survey that has generated over 400 responses. In June we will launch the survey in two additional languages to try and broaden our reach—Spanish and Mandarin Chinese. Additionally, we are reworking our approach to an implementation strategy by prioritizing low- and no-cost actions into FY22. After presenting an update to Council on June 17th, we will return in the fall with a draft plan that is supported by (1) broader community and advisory board input, and (2) better options for impactful low/no cost action in the early years of implementation. 



