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Inclusive Design (Universal Design/ Accessible Design)

Accessible Design: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) + 
Accessibility Guidelines for Outdoor Play Area

Universal Design: Design of accessible products usable by wide 
range of users.

Inclusive Design: Diversity with respect to ability, language, 
culture, gender, age and other forms of human difference



Cedar Falls Park
• 66.26 Acres
• Existing amenities:  

Restrooms, Parking
• Existing vegetation
• Accessibility-Transportation
• Challenging topography- some 

ramps, walls, terraces
• Limited future expansion  due to

topography
• Development Costs



Cedar Falls Park



Community Survey Findings
Kids’ Favorite Activities

1. SHADE

2. PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY

3. SWINGS

For parents, grandparents, & 
caregivers:

- Shade
- Seating
- Restrooms

Parental Preferences:

- Range of special 
needs

- Shade
- Choice of play 

equipment
- Special features
- Nature Play
- Water element



3 Preliminary Concepts
• Concept # 1: Compact Traditional
• Concept # 2: Ram’s Horns
• Concept # 3: Tucked in the Woods

Final Schematic 
Design

Design Elements
• Open space with defined boundary 

(fence)
• Full Body Movement(passive -swing 

and interactive -climbing)
• Socially inclusive play structures
• Pathways
• Nature
• Loose Parts
• Prospect & Refuge 
• Pressure Sensory Areas (roller slide)
• Colors (combination of muted + 

bright)
• Sensory elements- plants, mazes, 

patterns

(goric.com)



Concept # 1: Compact Traditional
• Smallest footprint
• One main entrance and one maintenance 

vehicular entrance
• Two age appropriate active play areas
• Swings area
• Nature Play
• Imagination Play at Johnson House 
• Tree top walk
• Large Picnic shelter
• Refuge- sand play, sensory plantings, 

music
• Water element- splash pad, dry creek bed 
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Concept # 2: Ram’s Horns

• Medium size footprint
• Two main entrances and one maintenance 

vehicular entrance
• Accessible strolling path
• Boulders stairs
• Age appropriate play along winding path
• Public Art opportunity as focal point
• Additional thematic play structures
• Structured water element
• Willow sculptures
• Swings area
• Picnic Shelter at Johnson House 



Co
nc

ep
t #

 2
: R

am
’s 

H
or

ns



Concept # 3: Tucked in the woods

• Largest footprint- minimum impact on existing 
vegetation

• Two main entrances and one maintenance 
vehicular entrance (to be routed with tennis 
courts project)

• Accessible boardwalk 
• Boulders stairs
• Age appropriate ‘Play Rooms’
• Public Art opportunity as focal point
• Refuge areas- sand play, music, cozy corner
• Tree top walk
• Topography adventure play
• Picnic Shelter 
• Undisturbed Johnson House footprint
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Examples of Inclusive Settings



Examples of Water Play



Examples of Play Structures: 2-5 Years Olds 



Boulder Play



Examples of Play Structures: 5-12 Years Olds 



Zip Line Music Play



Swing & Spin Area



Cozy Corner



Embankment Play



Interactive Public Art Settings



Thank You!
Comments?
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