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Process to Consider 

Possible Future Use of 

Historic Town Hall
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Committee Formation

• Established to consider the possible 

future use of Historic Town Hall as a 

Visitor’s and History Center.

• Includes a committee structure and will 

culminate with a report and 

recommendation to the Council.
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Historic Town Hall

• Corner of Rosemary 

St. and Columbia St.

• Built in 1938

• Town-Owned

• Occupied by IFC 

Community Kitchen
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Context



Town of Chapel Hill | 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. | www.townofchapelhill.org

Committee Partners

Visitor’s Bureau
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Committee Discussions

• Introductions, Background and Tour of 

Historic Town Hall

• Presentations from Visitors Bureau, 

Chapel Hill Museum, Chapel Hill Historical 

Society

• Field Trips and Presentations by Museum 

Professionals
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City of Raleigh 

Museum



Town of Chapel Hill | 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. | www.townofchapelhill.org

Durham 

History Hub
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“I would contend that museums are the greatest available

laboratory for studying the problem of how to create interest, and

that this problem is central to our quest for survival as a people. .

. . What avails it to be surrounded as a race with all the wonders

of technological wizardry, temporarily secure on our plundered

planet, and simply not care?

“Could it not also be added that by making people interested,

aware therefore of the sum of their surroundings, we are doing

something more?”

—Dillon Ripley, The Sacred Grove: Essays on Museums (1969)
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Development Opportunity –

Adjacent Property
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Discussion Question

• How could a place to connect people to

Chapel Hill’s history and culture, past and

present, be of value to the community?
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Discussion Question

• What would such a space need to look like

and do to feel like it belonged to the

community?
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Discussion Question

• Does a future use related to history/

culture resonate for Historic Town Hall?
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Next Steps

• Share Notes from this Meeting 

• May 22nd Committee Meeting

– Noon, Chapel Hill Library, Meeting Room C

• Report to Council in June

• www.townofchapelhill.org/historictownhall

http://www.townofchapelhill.org/historictownhall

