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Developer’s Program 
 

Alpha Phi plans to expand the existing single family home located at 219 East Rosemary Street into a 
new sorority housing facility.  The rectangular shaped property is approximately 0.54 acres and consists 
of two existing lots, each with existing single family homes.  The larger lot is approximately 0.36 acres 
and fronts on East Rosemary Street.  The smaller lot to the north is approximately 0.18 acres and has 
access off Friendly Lane.  The developer plans to expand the existing 2 story home located on the larger 
lot into a sorority house.  The one story home located on the smaller lot will be demolished. 
 
There are three existing gravel driveways off Friendly Lane; one for each existing residence and a third 
for access to an existing gravel parking area.  The existing drives will be removed, and a new vehicular 
access to the site will be through a new paved driveway connection to Friendly Lane.  The developer 
plans to construct a parking lot, the majority of which will be located underneath the proposed building.  
A refuse and recycling enclosure is proposed off the northern edge of the proposed parking lot.  
Pedestrian circulation through the site will be made feasible by a series of walkways.   
 
An area for a stormwater facility has been designated in the northwest corner of the property.  Water and 
sanitary sewer connections will be made to existing Orange Water & Sewer Authority facilities located 
within the Friendly Lane and/or Rosemary Street rights-of-way. 

 
 

Statement of Compliance with Town Design Guidelines 
 
The existing home is located within the Franklin-Rosemary Historical District, and the architectural 
elements of the existing home and the expansion are designed to be congruous with the character of the 
District.  Examples of this effort are in part demonstrated by plans to preserve numerous existing 
architectural elements.  For example, the existing front portico will be detached while the covered front 
porch is constructed, and then reattached to frame the entry to the new covered porch. 
 
As part of the project, the existing cottage at 205 Friendly Lane will be demoed or relocated.  Efforts are 
in motion to locate a suitable site for relocation, as that is the preferred course of action for the 
developer. 
 
The project will create a change in use from single family residential to sorority house.  This change in 
use will trigger a number of LUMO requirements, including but not limited to the need for stormwater 
treatment.  The project will include Stormwater Best Management Practice(s) in compliance with the 
Town Guidelines. 
 
Landscape buffers in compliance with the LUMO and Town Design Manual will border the project site. 
 
A parking area & a refuse enclosure per Town standards are also proposed. 
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Statement of Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan 
 
Below is a brief outline expressing several ways in which this project will embrace & conform to the 
ideas and themes driving the Comprehensive Plan:  
 
A Place for Everyone 
 

 The proposed patios and porches will provide welcoming outdoor spaces for safe onsite 
gatherings. 

 Adding this new facility to the town demographic will help promote a growing relationship 
between UNC and Chapel Hill. 

 Providing housing for students is always a benefit. 
 
Community Prosperity and Engagement 
 

 The Alpha Phi Foundation is well known for its positive involvement within its communities.  
 
Getting Around 
 

 Alpha Phi has chosen this site on East Rosemary Street in large part due to the walkability & 
bike-ability of downtown and campus from its future doorstep. 

 
Good Places, New Spaces 
 

 The new sorority house would complement the already diverse East Rosemary neighborhood, 
where existing uses include places of worship, businesses, single family homes, and fraternity 
and sorority houses. 

 We are bringing residential opportunity closer to all the common spaces and commerce of 
downtown. 

 
Nurturing Our Community 
 

 Residences close to campus & downtown promote walking & cycling, and thus improve air 
quality. 

 To control runoff, stormwater best management practices will be designed for this project. 
 
Town and Gown Collaboration 
 

 Providing housing for UNC students close to campus and close to downtown can be highly 
beneficial toward obtaining many of the goals outlined in the 2020 Comprehensive Plan. 


