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In this time of the year when we
focus on Dr. Martin Luther King
and his legacy, his words always
speak louder than anything we can
say. That is particularly true in
2016. This quote is from his 1967
Christmas Sermon on Peace:
“It really boils down to this:
that all life is interrelated. We are all
caught in an inescapable network of
mutuality, tied together into a single
garment of destiny. Whatever affects
one directly, affects all indirectly. We
are made to live together because
of the interrelated structure of
reality … Before you finish eating
breakfast in the morning, you’ve
depended on more than half the
world. This is the way our universe
is structured, this is its interrelated
quality. We aren’t going to have
peace on Earth until we recognize
the basic fact of the interrelated
structure of all reality. “
And from his remarks to the Aboriginal activists group, Queensland,
in the 1970s:
“If you have come to help me,
you are wasting your time. But if
you have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let
us work together.”
For us, as a world, as a Town and
as a community of work, we are all
in this together. None of us is free
unless all of us are free.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration
and Employee Sharing Week
Many Perspectives on One Dream
Friday, Jan. 15
MLK Celebration and Employee
Sharing Event – 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m., Hargraves Community Center

Monday, Jan. 18
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Blood Drive, 1–6 p.m., Hargraves
Community Center

Thursday, Jan. 14
Beautification Project – 12:30 p.m.,
Airport Gardens Public Housing
Community, on Martin Luther King Jr.
Boulevard between Bradley Road and
Bolin Center.
All employees should check with their supervisors before scheduling service activities
during work time. For more details and to register, please see page 3.

18th Annual Celebration Program & Lunch
Hargraves Community Center, 216 N. Roberson St.
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, January 15

Town of Chapel Hill Mass Choir

The Word Project – Jeff York, Public and Cultural
Welcome – Alonzo Jaynes, Assistant Police Chief Arts Administrator, and Poetry Contest Winners
and MLK Employee Committee Co-Chair
Closing Remarks – Roger Stancil, Town Manager
The History of the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Celebration – Town of Chapel Hill
Musical Presentation
Employees
Moment of Silence
Town of Chapel Hill Mass Choir
Lunch – Following the program, a light lunch
Panel Discussion– Charles Alston (Parking
will be served.
Services, Retired), Tyron Edwards (Transit), Dan
Jones (Fire, Retired) and Catherine Lazorko
(Communications and Public Affairs); moderated
by Faith Thompson (Ombuds)
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Employee Activities to Recognize Guiding Principles
Non Violence
In 1964, Dr. King became the youngest person ever to receive the Nobel
Peace Prize. (He was 35.) King promptly announced that he would turn
over all of the money he received along with the award ($54,123) to help
advance the civil rights movement. When he returned to the U.S. from
Norway, where he had accepted the Nobel award, he led a nonviolent
march to promote voter registration that came to be known as the Selmato-Montgomery Freedom March. More than 25,000 people took part.

Brotherhood
Dr. King preached, and practiced, a philosophy of racial integration, and
would not give ground when faced with the call for separatism. He said:
“When I speak of integration I don’t mean a romantic mixing of colors, I
mean a real sharing of power and responsibility.”

Justice
Martin Luther King Jr. made it clear that we all share a human and
moral responsibility to join hands as brothers and sisters in the quest for
social justice. As famous as he was, Martin Luther King Jr. was not above
or below anyone. What turned out to be his final protest march was a
gathering of striking garbage workers in Memphis, Tenn. He was there
on April 4, 1968, in order to participate in the protest march the next day,
when he was shot dead.

Morality
The time is always right to do what is right. ~Martin Luther King Jr.

Action
Between 1955 and 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. helped change America.
He brought to the world’s attention how unfairly blacks were treated.
He had the help of millions of Americans, but his strong leadership and
unprecedented power of speech gave people the faith and courage to
keep working peacefully even when others did not. This led to new laws
that ended the practice of keeping people of different backgrounds apart,
making life fairer for everyone.

The Martin Luther King Jr Employee Celebration Planning Committee
decided to select a panel of Town employees (past and present) this year
instead of a keynote speaker for the Martin Luther King Jr Employee
Celebration. The panel will discuss how Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision
has affected employees and the Town as a whole through the years.
The panel consists of Charles Alston (Parking Services Retiree),
Tyron Edwards (Transit), Dan Jones, (Fire Chief Retiree), and
Catherine Lazorko (Communications and Public Affairs). Faith
Thompson (Ombuds) will moderate the panel.
Charles Alston is a native of Chapel Hill. He graduated from Lincoln
High School and enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1964. He returned to Chapel
Hill where he worked in the parking services department for 29 years,
retiring Dec. 31, 2014. He also served in the Army Reserve for 27 years.
In high school, Charles first got involved in the civil rights movement
participating in marches and rallies through Chapel Hill. He is a prison
sponsor for the Orange County Correctional Center in Hillsborough,
which involves taking prisoners out for six hours to help them re-adjust
to society before they are released from prison.
Tyron Edwards was born and raised in Chapel Hill. His father
started Midway Barber Shop on Rosemary Street in Carrboro, which today
is the oldest black-owned business in the area.
Tyron worked at Midway for 14 years until leaving home to serve in the
Air Force for nine years. Now he’s in his 14th year working in the transit
department’s maintenance division as an electronic technician after
starting as an operator and moving up to a supervisor.
Dan Jones accepted the position of Chapel Hill Fire Chief in 1990 where
he served until retiring on May 1, 2015. He started as a firefighter in 1974
working as a paramedic, company officer, training officer, Emergency Medical
Services chief and deputy fire chief in Florida before moving to Chapel Hill.
Dan also has served on a number of local, state and national boards and
councils, including as past president of the International Society of Fire
Service Instructors. He is still teaching, speaking and consulting with his own
company and enjoying travel with his wife and time with his grandson. He
received North Carolina’s highest civilian honor, the Order of the Long Leaf
Pine from Governor McCrory in 2015 for his work in fire safety.
Catherine Lazorko works in the Communications and Public
Affairs Department. Soon after joining the Town in 2004, she witnessed
and documented the heated community discussion over the renaming of
Airport Road to Martin Luther King Jr Boulevard. Once approved by the
Town Council, she participated in planning the celebration of the street
renaming, which occurred on May 8, 2005.
An interesting note about Cat’s background is that she grew up in West
Philadelphia a block away from the headquarters of a black liberation
group named MOVE. The group is well known for two major conflicts with
the Philly Police – including a 1978 standoff. At that tragic event, the city
barricaded several blocks surrounding the compound for 56 straight days.

TOWNtalk is produced by the Communications and
Public Affairs Department
Editorial/Graphics: Catherine Lazorko,
Melanie Miller, Ran Northam

TOWNtalk, a publication for and about
Town of Chapel Hill employees, is issued monthly
September through June.
It is printed on recycled paper.
Please recycle with white paper.

Published by:
Town of Chapel Hill
405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
publicaffairs@townofchapelhill.org or (919) 968-2743
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of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
• Communications and Public Affairs has provided a
documentary about the dedication celebration of Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard in Chapel Hill on May 8, 2005. Available for online
viewing at vimeo.com/chapelhillgov/mlkblvd.
• Beautification Project: Join employees in planting two trees
at 12:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 14, at Airport Gardens Public Housing
Community. RSVP: Robert Minick, rminick@townofchapelhill.org
• The Word Project in Celebration of Martin Luther King Jr.:
Town employees once again demonstrated their talent and insight into the
spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by writing verse that emphasized values
espoused by Dr. King (Brotherhood, Non-Violence, ,Justice, Morality or
Action), or were based on his life or words.
The winners will read/perform their poems at the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Employee Celebration on Friday, Jan. 15 at the Hargraves Center. The 1st,
2nd, and 3rd, place winners will also have their poems displayed on bus
cards in Chapel Hill Transit buses from late January through March 2016.
Four winning poems will be displayed at Town Hall during the month
of February. The top two poems will also be displayed in the downtown
Walgreen’s display case on East Franklin Street.
Entries were judged by Pierce Freelon, a nationally known hip-hop
musician and educator.
The winning poems were submitted by:
1st Place – Colette Heiser (Parks & Recreation)
2nd Place - Emily Cameron (Public Works)
3rd Place - Dave Almond (Storm Water Management)
Honorable Mention – Faith Thompson (Ombuds Office)
The Word Project is sponsored by the Town of Chapel Hill Parks &
Recreation Department’s Cultural Arts Division in conjunction with the
Chapel Hill Transit, and the Town’s Public Works department.

• Blood Drive: Donate blood! The blood drive, organized in
partnership with Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Alumnae Chapel Hill
Carrboro Chapter, will be held from 1 to 5:30 p.m. at Hargraves
Community Center on Monday, Jan. 18. Visit redcrossblood.org to
schedule your appointment (enter sponsor code Chapel Hill). Contact:
Nate Davis, 932-2965 or ndavis@townofchapelhill.org
• Day of Service – United Way: Volunteer registration for the
Triangle’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service, sponsored by United
Way of the Greater Triangle, has begun. The 10th annual MLK Day
of Service will be held Monday, Jan. 18, and individuals, groups and
families may sign up at http://unitedwaytriangle.galaxydigital.com.
The more than 35 projects for 2016 are spread throughout various
nonprofit agencies in Durham, Johnston, Orange and Wake counties.
The signature projects run from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. A Martin Luther
King reading and a moment of silence will be part of the day at each
signature project location.
• “I Have a Dream” Video: The Chapel Hill Public Library
produced a video of Town employees reciting the words from Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech.
The speech was delivered by Dr. King on August 28, 1963, in which he
called for an end to racism in the United States. Delivered to more than
250,000 civil rights supporters from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial
during the March on Washington, the speech was a defining moment of
the American Civil Rights Movement.
The video will be posted on the Town’s vimeo account at vimeo.com/
chapelhillgov. Special thanks to Ryan Chamberlain, digital media lab
coordinator, for producing this video.

Did You Know?

Monday, Jan. 18, 2016, will mark
the 30th time (since 1986) Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday
will be observed as a U.S.
federal holiday – and the 32nd
time (since 1984) that Chapel
Hill observes the day as a town
holiday. Chapel Hill was one of
the first communities in North
Carolina to declare Martin Luther
King Jr. Day a municipal holiday.

• Learn More: The Chapel Hill Public Library has a wide variety of
publications on about the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. Find out
more about his life and the Civil Rights Movement through movies,
books, eBooks, and audiobooks. You can check things out to take home
or download them to your personal device. Go to http://ow.ly/WBl3s for
a list of what’s available, or ask a librarian for a recommendation. The
Library will be open from 1–5 p.m. on Jan. 18. And remember, all Town
employees can get a free library card, no matter where they live.
Remember, Town employees, regardless of where you live, may have a
free library card.
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Poetry Contest Winners
Congratulations to the winners of the 2016
Word Poetry Contest! Winners of the poetry
contest will present their poems at the MLK
Celebration and Employee Sharing Event on
Jan. 15. Thanks to all for their participation!

sometimes I think slave owners thought they
were god
decides who lives
and who dies

1st place – Colette Heiser (Parks &
Recreation)

brotherhood is seeing everybody as dynamic
and divine it is loving those who share the
same space as mine

2nd place – Emily Cameron (Public
Works)

nonviolence begins when we self-purify
extract ourselves from a mindset of violence

3rd place – Dave Almond (Stormwater)

no choice but to resist and repeat
courage comes
while following your heartbeat

Honorable Mention – Faith Thompson
(Ombuds)

1965 : 2015: where do we go from
here and did we ever leave?
A single garment of destiny
Unravels slowly as ever
As if history isn’t ripping holes in the souls
of our socks

it is a fearless fight
staring death dead in the eye
without a doubt in sight
— Colette Heiser

Shadows of Each Other

In the knowing of The One
Who put us here to live side-by-side
together in peace, we are one.
In our hearts where He resides
and quietly speaks
to us of unity in love, we are one.
In aching and crying
Laughing and breathing,
Birthing and dying,
Praying and bleeding,
We. Are. The. Same.
Nothing else matters;
All else is illusion.
No one is ‘better;’
just tricked by the trompe l’oeil.
We bear soul-numbing loneliness.
Deceptive inadequacy crushes.
Steely anger and resentment,
Long-felt hate and hurt disorient.
How can we be reconciled
while power beguiles?
How will we mend past hurts
and recover lost hearts?
Those who would die to kill make their
escape.
Horrific, barbaric, still
Their way only fuels the hate.
Will music, art, or humor
weave common threads to uncover
how we are the same?
Would a natural disaster
unite us faster?

In our suffering we persevere
But to attain the present tense
A life we live each day in fear
Of moments of incipience

Equity
Safety
Professionalism
you shouldn’t need a miracle to stay alive
there is never a time when anyone
deserves to be slammed on the ground
hand cuffed and tazed
We can no longer ignore those who say
victims have it coming
an unjust law is no law at all
mass shooting keeps us on lockdown
a nation trying to rationalize
selling its soul for assault rifles
to the first day of kindergarden class

Ethics

Communication
I am lucky enough to have parents
that worry about me.
Nervous I will restart my life in another city
they tell me, Chapel Hill is safe.
Not Chicago or Detroit
I tell them violence everywhere is the same.

Teamwork
It is ever present unless we dissect it
bloom boldly in love,

we must grapple with the pain
with the history of families slain the name
of profits
plantations were the first corporation

— Emily Cameron

Where Peace Is Born

Responsibility
there is a cause to every effect
tight back running end,
as fast as he can
no one invites a bullet to the back

Will the church that binds save us
Or enslave us?
Protests, marching,
Grieving and starving
cannot be the keys.
It starts in hearts, our cradles of peace.
Pain added never
soothes any differences. Ever.
Not in homes
or in war zones.
Do you judge what you see? Don’t!
For that instant ignore the false front.
Don’t be deceived.
With blessings intercede.
Each must reach out to each,
not only to take a hand, but to give
whatever is received.

When tattered hearts are strewn at best
Near enough the newly graven stones
Hands are wrung and spirits blessed
Earth is moved to bury the bones
For still we walk with shadows cast
Careworn souls upon our common ground
Witness to our common pasts
Common shades to which we are bound
Again the world too soon will turn
The heavens they will spin
As children may we one day learn
As dreamers dream of when
Should we not contort to see thee
Wisened stars beyond the darkling night
Embracing utter fusion freely
May we fallow in thy light.
— Dave Almond

