
 
 

ROGERS ROAD SEWER PROJECT 
Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Why are there markings placed on my property? 

When surveyors are working in an area, they will often tie brightly colored plastic ribbon, called 
“surveyor’s tape”, on trees or bushes to help them locate areas of interest. They also sometimes put 
wooden stakes in the ground with markings that reflect measurements they have made in the field. 
In addition to these survey markings, a contractor will usually request that all underground utilities 
in an area be located before they begin digging. These utilities are usually marked by different 
colored spray-paint on the ground’s surface. 
 

2. What is an easement? 
A sewer easement is an area where we have the right to enter, maintain, repair, inspect, improve, 
renovate and replace facilities including pipes and manholes; and to keep clear access. 

About half of our sewers are in easements in off-street areas. The other half of our sewers are in 
public street rights of way, which normally include several feet on each side of the street or 
roadway. 

3. Who owns and maintains the easement? 
The presence of an easement does not change the basic ownership of land. However, some of the 
landowner’s normal rights are limited by the easement as discussed in document. 

4. Who may enter my property? 
OWASA may access its easement at any time.  On occasion, OWASA may have a contractor perform 
specific tasks on the sewer within the easement. 

 
5. Why does OWASA clear its easements? 

OWASA keeps its easements clear because clearing the easements: 

 prevents tree and shrub roots from entering cracks and joints in sewer mains.  When roots grow 
into a sewer, they grow into a dense mass that will block the flow of wastewater and cause it to 
overflow from a manhole or possibly inside a residence. 

 helps us get to a sewer quickly if  there is a wastewater overflow. When overflows occur, we 
work to stop them quickly to prevent environmental damage. 

 ensures that we will have safe, practical access when other repairs, maintenance, inspections, 
renovation, replacement, etc. are needed. 

 



6. How wide are sewer easements and where are they located? 
Our easements are normally 30 feet wide but we may clear only about 20 feet (10 feet on each side 
of a sewer). Most sewers in our community operate with the simple force of gravity. Therefore, 
many sewers are in, near or across low-lying areas such as streams, creeks and ravines. 
In many cases, an easement goes along the rear or side boundary of two properties so that each of 
two adjacent lots has an easement area 15 feet wide (total easement width of 30 feet). Pipes and 
manholes are usually in the approximate center of an easement. 

 

7. Are gates allowed on easements? 
In some locations, we allow gates across sewer easements. So that we will have safe access when 
needed, a gate must be: 

 easy to open, 

 at least 12 feet wide, and 

 centered in the easement. 
 



If you are interested in installing a gate on an OWASA easement, please call our Wastewater 
Collection and Water Distribution Systems staff at 919-537-4292 before having the gate installed.  
Please note that if we damage a gate or other improvements or plantings during an emergency 
repair or other work on our easement, we are not responsible for repairing the gate. 

 
8. Are fences allowed on easements? 

We normally do not allow fences on our easements because they can affect our access, especially in 
an emergency, and may be damaged during our work. It is better to simply install a fence outside of 
easements. 

 
9. Before planting IN an easement... 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Please be aware that: 

 We may need to do maintenance and improvements and to clear part or all of an easement 
even if a planting plan is approved. 

 We do not replace plantings or other improvements in an easement if we damage or trim 
them. 

 Therefore, it is prudent not to do expensive plantings or to make permanent improvements 
in an easement. 

We normally clear only about 20 feet of a 30-foot-wide easement. Therefore, in many places, 
plantings are suitable in the outer five feet on each side of an easement. The trees, shrubs and 
groundcovers suitable in an easement are typically shallow-rooted, drought-resistant, native/non-
invasive and inexpensive. 
 
A list of suitable plants is available by clicking here, sending an e-mail to info@owasa.org  or calling 
us at 919-968-4421 and asking for our Engineering staff. 

 
10. Before planting NEAR an easement... 

We may need to trim or cut plantings within our easements. Therefore, we recommend planting 
several feet away from the easement so that when fully grown, the tree or shrub will not extend 
into our easement and require us to trim it. You may wish to get advice from your tree or shrub 
supplier, etc. about the potential size of a tree or shrub at maturity to help you decide what and 
where to plant in an area near an easement. 

 
11. Does an easement lower my property value? 

Typically easements have minimal impact on property values. The availability of public sewer to a 

property can increase the value of that property by providing a reliable means of dealing with 

wastewater. 

12. What is a sewer service pipe or “lateral”? 

A sewer lateral is the private service pipe that carries wastewater from the residence or other 

building to an OWASA public sewer. OWASA is responsible for repairing structural failures and 

settling in the part of a sewer lateral in a public street right-of-way. Property owners are responsible 

for maintaining the part of the private sewer lateral in a sewer easement which is outside of a street 

right-of-way. Property owners are responsible for basic maintenance of laterals including clearing of 

debris, roots, and other blockages anywhere in a lateral. 

 

http://owasa.org/before-planting-in-an-owasa-easement
mailto:info@owasa.org


 

13. How much does sewer service cost? 
The sewer bill includes a fixed monthly sewer service change and a charge for the volume of sewer 
use.  The typical monthly sewer service charge is $12.00 for a single-family house. The usage charge 
is based on how much water is used and is at a rate of $6.48 per 1,000 gallons.  The average 
household OWASA bill for water and sewer is about $70 per month. 

14. What is a sewer main line? 
A sewer main line is a utility pipe that carries wastewater from the laterals to the waste water 
treatment plant via gravity mains.  

15. Do I have to connect? 
The purpose of this project is to provide public sewer availability to failing private septic systems 

and private systems that could fail in the future. 


