MODIFICATIONS TO TOWN OF CHAPEL HILL PUBLIC HOUSING
ADMISSIONS POLICIES

As of May 1, 2015, the Town’s public housing admissions policies are modified as follows:

1. Admissions policies

a. Homelessness is included as a local preference priority for public housing applicant selection.

Consistent with the Council’s goal statement of the Affordable Housing Strategy,  (“increase the affordability of and access to housing for households and individuals with a range of incomes, from those who are homeless to those in middle-income households.”) we have added “homeless” individuals and families to the local preference selection criteria for the public housing waiting list. This addition to the local preference policy would allow homeless individuals and families to receive priority on the housing waiting list along with applicants who are employed, elderly or disabled. Though this change may not house applicants immediately, it could provide housing to households that are experiencing homelessness more quickly than the Town’s current admissions policy provides.  

b. Establishment and Consideration of Criminal Activity

A housing officer must have, and document in writing, clear facts that establish criminal activity occurred before determining whether or not an applicant should be denied based solely on criminal activity. Factors that may be used to establish criminal activity, include, but are not limited to the following: Applicant's admission; physical evidence; non-testimonial evidence; credible eye-witness accounts; arrest reports; records of indictment; and records of criminal process. A criminal conviction can also satisfy the requirement that the specific criminal activity occurred. If a criminal charge results in a deferred prosecution, prayer for judgment, or other plea arrangement, that also can provide a sufficient basis for establishing that criminal activity occurred. 

A criminal charge that is dismissed for lack of sufficient evidence or lack of probable cause does not provide a sufficient basis that specific criminal activity occurred and cannot be used to deny an applicant housing. Criminal charges that are dismissed on other grounds can be considered on a case by case basis, taking into account available criminal records. The Housing Director may also request the applicant to submit any necessary documents or information that might help determine whether the criminal activity occurred.

[bookmark: _GoBack]An applicant's clearly established criminal activity for which a discretionary exclusion period exists will not automatically result in an applicant being ineligible for housing. Factors to be used when deciding whether to deny admission to public housing based on criminal activity include:

· The seriousness of the case, especially with respect to how it would affect other residents;

· The effects that denial of admission may have on other members of the family who were not involved in the action or failure;

· The length of time since the violation occurred, the family’s recent history and the likelihood of favorable conduct in the future;

· Evidence of the applicant family’s participation in or willingness to participate in social service or other appropriate counseling service programs; and

· In  the  case  of  drug  or  alcohol  abuse,  whether  the   culpable household member is participating in or has successfully completed a  supervised  drug  or  alcohol   rehabilitation   program   or  has otherwise been rehabilitated successfully.



2. Changes to the exclusionary period for applicants
The modified policy includes the following changes to the exclusionary period for the criminal activities listed below. 

	CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
	CURRENT EXCLUSIONARY PERIOD
	PROPOSED EXCLUSIONARY PERIOD

	Registered Sex Offenders
	LIFE (mandated by HUD regulations)
	LIFE

	Manufacturing Methamphetamine
	LIFE (mandated by HUD regulations)
	LIFE

	Felony Drug Possession with intent to sell, manufacture or distribute, trafficking
	15 YEARS
	10 YEARS

	Felony-Assault
	15 YEARS
	7 YEARS

	Felony-Larceny
	15 YEARS
	7 YEARS

	Burglary
	15 YEARS
	7 YEARS

	Drug Possession
	15 YEARS
	7 YEARS

	Felony- Fraud
	15 YEARS
	3 YEARS

	Misdemeanor- Larceny(shoplifting)
	10 YEARS
	2 YEARS

	Misdemeanor-Assault
	10 YEARS
	1 YEAR

	Trespassing
	5 YEARS
	1 YEAR




We have also modified our application to state that applicants may submit documentation supporting their current status. Examples would include submitting documentation of participation in or completion of an outreach court program, substance abuse recovery program, or that they are receiving case management services. An applicant would have the opportunity to submit this documentation to the Housing Department to be reviewed along with the application.
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