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I first encountered Howard Lee in
person in 1976 when I volunteered
in his campaign for Lieutenant Governor. I remember learning two distinct lessons from him as I watched
him in that campaign:
• I remember his talent for thinking and talking quickly on his feet
in personal appearances. While I
first thought this was a skill he had
learned, I soon realized it came easily because he spoke from his heart.
I saw in him a commitment and
belief in what he was saying that
allowed him the freedom to respond
quickly and earnestly. He needed
no script or coaching to say the
right thing. This was in the beginning of a time when politicians were
learning how to use polling to tell
them what to say where and when,
whether they believed it or not. I
learned from him to strive to always
speak from my heart rather than
trying to satisfy the audience.
• I also remember his getting
questioned about why he wanted to
be lieutenant governor when there
was no job description, no defined
list of duties. How could such a job
be important? He responded that
was exactly why he was intrigued by
the job. He could make it whatever
he wanted to make it without the
constraints of a job description.
I learned from Howard Lee:
Follow your Heart. Seek and take
advantage of everything as an Opportunity. I encourage you to listen
to him and see what you learn that
can affect the rest of your life.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration
and Employee Sharing Week
17 Years of Celebration, a Lifetime of Inspiration
Wednesday, Jan. 14
Video Interviews – 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Chapel Hill Transit Building

Thursday, Jan. 15
Video Interviews – 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Chapel Hill Public Library
Beautification Project – noon to 1 p.m.,
Roberson Street Housing Community

Friday, Jan. 16

Activities
Monday, Jan. 12
Video Interviews – 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Chapel Hill Transit Building

Tuesday, Jan. 13
Video Interviews – 9 to 11:30 a.m.,
Public Works Building

MLK Celebration and Employee Sharing
Event – 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Hargraves
Community Center

Monday, Jan. 19
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Blood Drive, 1–6 p.m., Hargraves
Community Center

All employees should check with their supervisors before scheduling service activities
during work time. For more details and to register, please see page 3.

17th Annual Celebration Program & Lunch
Hargraves Community Center, 216 N. Roberson St.
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, January 16
Welcome – Lance Norris, Public Works
Department Director and MLK Employee
Committee Chair

“I Have A Dream” Video – Town Employees
Town of Chapel Hill Mass Choir
The Word Project – Jeff York, Public and Cultural
Arts Administrator, and Poetry Contest Winners

The History of the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Celebration – Maggie Burnett,
retiree from Public Works Department

Closing Remarks – Roger Stancil, Town Manager

Town of Chapel Hill Mass Choir

Moment of Silence

Musical Presentation

Keynote Speaker – Howard Lee, former Mayor Lunch – Following the program, a light lunch
of Chapel Hill and President of Howard N. Lee Institute will be served.
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Employee Activities to Recognize Guiding Principles
Non Violence
In 1964, Dr. King became the youngest person ever to receive the Nobel
Peace Prize. (He was 35.) King promptly announced that he would turn
over all of the money he received along with the award ($54,123) to help
advance the civil rights movement. When he returned to the U.S. from
Norway, where had accepted the Nobel award, he led a nonviolent march
to promote voter registration that came to be known as the Selma-toMontgomery Freedom March. More than 25,000 people took part.

Brotherhood
Dr. King preached, and practiced, a philosophy of racial integration, and
would not give ground when faced with the call for separatism. He said:
“When I speak of integration I don’t mean a romantic mixing of colors, I
mean a real sharing of power and responsibility.”

Justice
Martin Luther King Jr. made it clear that we all share a human and
moral responsibility to join hands as brothers and sisters in the quest for
social justice. As famous as he was, Martin Luther King Jr. was not above
or below anyone. What turned out to be his final protest march was a
gathering of striking garbage workers in Memphis, Tenn. He was there
on April 4, 1968, in order to participate in the protest march the next day,
when he was shot dead.

Morality
The time is always right to do what is right. ~Martin Luther King Jr.

Action
Between 1955 and 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. helped change America.
He brought to the world’s attention how unfairly blacks were treated.
He had the help of millions of Americans, but his strong leadership and
unprecedented power of speech gave people the faith and courage to
keep working peacefully even when others did not. This led to new laws
that ended the practice of keeping people of different backgrounds apart,
making life fairer for everyone.

TOWNtalk is produced by the Communications and
Public Affairs Department
Editorial/Graphics: Catherine Lazorko,
Melanie Miller

Former Mayor Howard Lee to Keynote
Martin Luther King Jr Employee Celebration
Forty-six years ago, Howard Nathaniel Lee was
elected Mayor of Chapel Hill, becoming the
first African American elected to that office in
a predominately white Southern town postReconstruction.
Howard and his wife, Lillian, moved to
Chapel Hill where he earned a master’s degree
in social work from the University of North
Carolina in 1966.
When the Lees began to look for a home in
1964, they found that, despite the town’s progressive reputation, race was
still very much an issue in Chapel Hill. The Lees encountered white residents who were reluctant to have an African American family move into
their neighborhood, and realtors hesitated to show them homes in white
subdivisions. When, after six months of searching, they were finally able
to purchase a home in the Colony Woods neighborhood, they received
harassing phone calls and a cross was burned on their front lawn. The
experience inspired Lee to enter local politics.
The 1969 race for mayor set records. The 4,734 votes cast were the
most in town history, and included a record turnout from Chapel Hill’s
African American community, which made up nearly 10 percent of the
population. The race was close: Lee’s margin of victory – about 400
votes – was the smallest on record for a municipal election. He defeated
Roland Giduz, a former newspaper editor and long-time member of the
Chapel Hill Board of Aldermen.
Lee served three terms as mayor of Chapel Hill. He received 64 percent
of the vote in the 1971 election, and 89 percent in 1973.
His political career continued outside of Chapel Hill. He was appointed
as secretary of the NC Department of Natural Resources and Community
Development in 1977 and served in the state Senate from 1990–1994 and
1996–2002. Lee was also the first African American to serve as chair of the
State Board of Education in 2003 and later was appointed to the NC Utilities
Commission where he served from 2005–2009. In 2009, Governor Perdue
appointed him Executive Director of the NC Education Cabinet.
Today, Howard Lee’s focus is on his life-long dedication to quality
education, especially for young people from low-income families. His
make-it-happen organization for this work is a non-profit named the
Howard N. Lee Institute for Equity and Opportunity in Education.
The Inspirational Story of Howard Lee is a four-panel exhibit currently
on display at the Chapel Hill Public Library that highlights the historic
1969 election of Howard Lee as Chapel Hill’s first African American mayor. Created by Billy Barnes, who served on Lee’s campaign, the exhibit
also includes a display case with memorabilia from the campaign. (A
portion of that exhibit will be on display at the Hargraves Center during
the Martin Luther King Jr. Employee Celebration on Friday, Jan. 16.)

TOWNtalk, a publication for and about
Town of Chapel Hill employees, is issued monthly
September through June.
It is printed on recycled paper.
Please recycle with white paper.

Published by:
Town of Chapel Hill
405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
publicaffairs@townofchapelhill.org or (919) 968-2743
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of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
• Employees Invited to Tell Their Stories.
Longtime Town employees are invited to share their memories and stories
about what it was like to work in Chapel Hill in decades past. Ran Northam
(CaPA) and Ryan Chamberlain (Library) will conduct the interviews for a
forthcoming video documentary. Employees can schedule an interview by
contacting Ran at 919-969-4878 or rnortham@townofchapelhill.org, or
can drop by at the following times and locations:
Monday, Jan. 12 (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.) – Chapel Hill Transit Building
Tuesday, Jan. 13 (9 to 11:30 a.m.) – Public Works Building
Wednesday, Jan. 14 (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.) – Chapel Hill Transit Building
Thursday, Jan. 15 (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.) – Chapel Hill Public Library
• Communications and Public Affairs has provided a documentary about the dedication celebration of Martin Luther King Jr.
Boulevard in Chapel Hill on May 8, 2005. Available for online viewing
at vimeo.com/chapelhillgov/mlkblvd.
• Beautification Project: Join employees in planting flowers from
noon to 1 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 15, at Roberson Street Housing Community. RSVP: Robert Minick, rminick@townofchapelhill.org
• The Word Project in Celebration of Martin Luther King Jr.:
Town employees once again sharpened their pencils and wrote poems in
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The submitted poems emphasized the
values espoused by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (Brotherhood, Non-Violence,
Justice, Morality or Action), were based on the life of Dr. King, or referenced
a direct quote from Dr. King. See winning entries on pg. 4.
Winners will read/perform their poems at the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Employee Celebration on Friday, Jan. 16. They will also have their
poems displayed on bus cards in Chapel Hill Transit buses from January
through March 2015. All the poems submitted will be displayed at Town
Hall during the month of February.

• Blood Drive: Donate blood! The blood drive, organized in partnership with Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Alumnae Chapel Hill Carrboro
Chapter, will be held from 1 to 6 p.m. at Hargraves Community Center
on Monday, Jan. 19. Visit redcrossblood.org to schedule your appointment. Contact: Nate Davis, 932-2965 or ndavis@townofchapelhill.org
• Day of Service – United Way: Volunteer registration for the Triangle’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service, sponsored by United Way of
the Greater Triangle, has begun. The 9th annual MLK Day of Service will
be held Monday, Jan. 19, and individuals, groups and families may sign
up at http://unitedwaytriangle.galaxydigital.com.
The nearly 30 projects for 2015 are spread throughout various nonprofit
agencies in Durham, Johnston, Orange and Wake counties.
The signature projects run from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. A Martin Luther
King reading and a moment of silence will be part of the day at each
signature project location.
• “I Have a Dream” Video: The Chapel Hill Public Library has
produced a video of Town employees reciting the words from Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech.

Winning entries receive the following awards: First Place – $125;
Second Place – $75; Third Place – $50; Honorable Mention

The speech was delivered by Dr. King on August 28, 1963, in which he
called for an end to racism in the United States. Delivered to more than
250,000 civil rights supporters from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial
during the March on Washington, the speech was a defining moment of
the American Civil Rights Movement.

The Word Project is organized and sponsored by the Town of Chapel Hill
Public & Cultural Arts office in conjunction with the Chapel Hill Transit,
Parks & Recreation and Public Works departments.

The video will be shown during the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration and Employee Sharing Event. Special thanks to Ryan Chamberlain,
digital media lab coordinator, for producing this video.

Entries were judged by a panel of fellow employees who were winners in
previous years; Faith Thompson (Ombuds), Kay McDaniel (Public Works)
and Mitch McKinney (Police).

Did You Know?

Monday, Jan. 19, 2015, will mark
the 29th time (since 1986) Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday
will be observed as a U.S. federal
holiday – and the 31st time (since
1984) that Chapel Hill observes
the day as a town holiday.
Chapel Hill was one of the first
communities in North Carolina
to declare Martin Luther King Jr.
Day a municipal holiday.

• Learn More: The Chapel Hill Public Library has a wide variety of
publications on Martin Luther King Jr., including audiobooks on CD,
DVDs and even eAudio and eBooks that can be downloaded to your MP3
player, eReader device, MP3 player or computer. Go to tinyurl.com/
ouweom2 to find a list of items about Martin Luther King Jr. and the
Civil Rights Era.
Remember, Town employees, regardless of where you live, may have a
free library card.
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Poetry Contest Winners
Congratulations to the winners of the 2015
Word Poetry Contest! Winners of the poetry
contest will present their poems at the MLK
Celebration and Employee Sharing Event on
Jan. 16. Thanks to all for their participation!
1st place – Alonzo Jaynes (Police)
“The Dreamer”
2nd place – Ross Tompkins (Business
Management) “Father to Son”
3rd place – Dave Almond (Stormwater)
“Homage”
Honorable Mention – Jim Huegerich
(Ombuds) “I Have A Dream”

The Dreamer
Home of the Brave, Land of the free
Without Dr. King, where would our nation be?

Because my neighbor’s Caucasian some
classmates are Asian,
Through determination, he changed our
nation.
And so we cherish this day and we honor his
name
We prove to the world that his death was not
in vain.
And underneath our skin, we all are the same.
— Alonzo Jaynes (Police), 1st place

Father to Son
If you learn to hate a policeman
Who kills a civilian,
Haven’t I taught you how
To hate another person?
If you learn to fear a teenager
Who walks with his hood up,
Haven’t I taught you how
To be afraid without cause?

Responsibility
Lost in turmoil, divided by states,
Compelled to fight, but he refused to hate

He was spat on, he was beat on and even
stabbed in the chest,
And although his body was weak, he turned
the other cheek.

If you learn to be so angry
You’ll burn down a building,
Haven’t I taught you how
To let your anger run wild?

Equity
Safety
Professionalism
He was a Pastor, an activist, no he was bigger.
His role in the movement made him an
iconic figure.

Bigger than the laws, that made our Country cry
So eloquently he preached U.N.I.T.Y.
Why, because an unjust law, is no law at all
His vision was clear, racism would fall

Ethics

He marched for justice, he marched in peace
He marched with persistence despite the
resistance

On the other hand,

If you learn to look deeper
And love everyone you meet
As a brother or a sister,
You’ll reveal hidden aspirations
And if you learn to forgive those who,
In moments of great weakness,
Act out of fear, hate, or anger,
You’ll know the essence of humanity.
— Ross Thompkins (Business Management), 2nd place

Communication
and when they locked him up, for the cause,
he marched again
The nobel peace prize was his to win
A man who dreamed, that we could love one
another
and measure one’s character, and ignore
their color

Teamwork
Through achievements and pride, we kept
his dream alive
he saw the mountain top and yes, now we
have arrived

Homage to MLK
Great fear is set upon our hearts
By the silence of our masses
Eyes are cast aside in haste
As opportunity just passes
By the shade of our future
Is righteousness demanded
Why cannot it be our wont
To walk together open-handed
It is with fist we tend our hurts
And stifle every cry of pain
We know the hand again will come
So long ago was it raised
And in the streets we raise them still
As if to stave a breaking world
Shattered by a wicked will
Anon the shrouds shall be unfurled
Colored red to hide the stains
With stars of white that can’t be bleached
And blue is just the color
Of the darkness we have reached
Yes the silence of our friends
Shall din the baying of our foes
As we embrace our common end
Ever so the saying goes
— Dave Almond (Stormwater), 3rd place

Read the Honorable Mention poem, “I Have a
Dream,” by Jim Huegerich (Ombuds) at
http://tinyurl.com/oo77fqv.
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