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The Arts and Sciences Foundation, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
523 East Franklin Street, Chapel Hill, NC

Developer's Program
The College of Arts and Sciences, the oldest and largest school at the nation’s first public university, will
use the property as the headquarters of the Arts and Sciences Foundation and as a home to some of the
College’s business offices. The Foundation currently occupies office space elsewhere on East Franklin, and
the College seeks a long-term, stable, permanent home for this organization so vital to its success.
The (former) Chapel Hill Library location is ideal for these uses since it is just a block from the main
campus of UNC-Chapel Hill. This central location will allow our alumni to visit the College Foundation
when they are in town. The business offices will be convenient to College faculty, staff and students.
Employees in the building will also have access to the parking and transportation resources already
available through the University, such as two nearby lots for employees on Park Place and adjacent to the
Koch Memorial Forest Theatre. Beyond the building’s use as offices, the Foundation foresees using the
facility as a site for regular meetings of advisory boards of the College and related activities, such as
events for distinguished alumni and guests.
The property at 523 E. Franklin St. is a distinguished mid-century landmark in Chapel Hill’s National
Register Historic District (with local ordinance Historic District status). The neighborhood abuts the main
campus of UNC-Chapel Hill, and its residents include many alumni and university supporters, as well as
faculty and staff employed by the University.
The Foundation is confident that the property can be renovated and repurposed to present-day needs
while remaining respectful of its history and environs. The Foundation does not require any alterations or
changes in the color, material or surfacing of the exterior of the building to accommodate its use, nor
does it plan to alter the building footprint with an addition. The Foundation agrees to maintain the
grounds and exterior property in a manner that is compatible with the covenants of the historic district.
The University is a proven good neighbor in maintaining buildings off its main campus. The College of
Arts and Sciences, in particular, has demonstrated this with its thoughtful and respectful renovation of the
nearby Love House (410 E. Franklin St.) in 2006-07. This historic farmhouse is now the headquarters of
the College’s acclaimed Center for the Study of the American South (CSAS) and has been successfully
integrated into the surrounding neighborhood.
We also find an undeniable synchronicity in this property—once home to the Town’s library and the
Chapel Hill Museum and dedicated to promoting arts and culture—being given a second life as a home
to a Foundation dedicated to advancing the very same causes through its support of the College of Arts
and Sciences, the jewel of higher education in the State of North Carolina.
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Statement of Compliance with 2020 Comprehensive Plan

The concept for reuse of the former Chapel Hill Library as offices for UNC’s Arts and Sciences
Foundation is consistent with goals of the 2020 Comprehensive Plan. The adaptive reuse preserves a
mid-century landmark with minimal impact on the surrounding visual and physical environment.
An objective of the “Nurturing our Community” theme of the 2020 Plan is protection of existing
neighborhoods from the impact of development, such as stormwater runoff, light and noise pollution,
and traffic. The proposed adaptation of the former library building into offices for the Arts and Sciences
Foundation makes minimal alteration to the existing building’s appearance and property usage. No
increase in building footprint or impervious area on the site is anticipated.
Another theme of the 2020 plan is “Town and Gown Collaboration.” The transition from a Townowned public facility to a University-affiliated place of business is an apt example of such collaboration.
The proposed use respects to the greatest degree possible the historic place of the former library
building while repurposing it to serve critical university operations.

Weinstein Friedlein Architects . Swanson and Associates, Landscape Architecture

Concept Plan Submittal to the Historic District Commission

September 15, 2014

The Arts and Sciences Foundation, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
523 East Franklin Street, Chapel Hill, NC

Statement of Compliance with Design Guidelines
The adaptive reuse of the former Chapel Hill Library follows the Design Guidelines for Chapel
Hill’s Historic Districts, including the referenced US Department of the Interior’s “Secretary’s
Guidelines” for the preservation of historic buildings.
The new use requires minimum change to distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial
relationships of the existing building. The plan avoids the removal of distinctive materials (stone,
wood shakes, stained wood trim), and it preserves unique features such as the front and rear
entry doors. The existing color scheme will be maintained, and roof repairs will not change the
distinctive appearance of the copper clad mansard forms. At the same time, one non-original
exterior door is planned to be removed, restoring that exterior elevation to its original
configuration. In sum, the reuse protects 523 E. Franklin’s unusual place as a mid-century
modern building in the Franklin-Rosemary Historic District, a neighborhood largely populated
by neo-colonial examples.
The adaptive reuse follows Chapel Hill’s requirement to preserve the setting of historic
properties. The development anticipates only landscaping maintenance and alteration as may be
required to adapt accessible paths, such as ramps and handrails, to comply with current
regulations. No additional structures exist and no new ones are proposed. A failing stone wall
on the north side of the building will be reconstructed down to the footing to correct the
cause of its repeated failure. Any modification to site lighting will employ simple, inconspicuous
fixtures, as the guidelines require.
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Mailing list of owners of property within 1,000 feet perimeter of subject property

Mailing list is attached separately as an Excel spreadsheet.
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Site and Surrounding Properties
Arts & Sciences Foundation
523 E. Frankin St. Chapel Hill, NC

Aerial Map

Panorama at Corner of E. Franklin & N. Boundary

Panorama at N. Boundary St. (E. Franklin St. on left)
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