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Central West Focus Area 
Steering Committee Meeting 

October 3, 2013 

Training Room, Transit Building 
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Agenda 
• Introductions and Opening Remarks (Approximately 10 minutes) 

 

• Public Participation/Comments (Approximately 10 minutes) 

 

• Debrief from Planning Board Meeting (Approximately 15 minutes) - 
Megan Wooley 

 

• Review Stormwater Measures (Approximately 15 minutes) - Megan 
Wooley and Matt Sullivan 

 

• Review Possible Traffic Parameter Language (Approximately 15 minutes) 
- David Bonk and Matt Sullivan 

 

• Density Discussion (Approximately 40 minutes) - Michael Parker, Megan 
Wooley, and Matt Sullivan 
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Agenda 
• Review Draft Vision (Approximately 25 minutes) - Michael Parker and 

Matt Sullivan 

 

• Review Draft Street Character Vision (Approximately 25 minutes) –  
Lucy Carol Davis and Matt Sullivan 

 

• Review Additional Recommendations Document (Approximately 10 
minutes) - Megan Wooley and Matt Sullivan 

 

• Next Steps (Approximately 5 minutes) - Megan Wooley 

  

• Public Participation/Comments (Approximately 10 minutes) 

 

• Closing 
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These are the next steps for the Central West process. 

Date Meeting Goal 

October 8 (Next Tuesday) Steering Committee Review full draft plan 

October 15 Planning Board 
Provide recommendation 
about plan to Council 

October 21 Council Public Hearing Receive input about plan 

November 7 Steering Committee  
Answer questions that may 
have arisen from Public 
Hearing 

November 25 Council Business Meeting 
Possible endorsement of 
plan 
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We anticipate returning to the Planning Board on 
10/15 with the draft Small Area Plan. 
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Central West area will 
be required to comply 

with stormwater 
management and 

riparian buffer 
regulations. 

 
These regulations and 

next steps address 
stormwater in the 
Central West area. 
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The following factors can limit density  
in the Central West area. 

Goal for Open Space _______% 

Height Committee has a few left to discuss. 

Uses See draft plan 

Impervious Surface Regulations 

Include statement in plan: New 
development cannot exceed current 
impervious surface regulations; applicants 
for development should attempt to reduce 
the impervious surface in this area beyond 
the requirements. 

Internal circulation Described in draft plan 

Parking  Included in objectives for Principle 1 and 7. 
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Proposed Vision 
 The Central West area is a vibrant, diverse, and safe community that embraces Carolina 

North and the surrounding neighborhoods and provides a visible gateway to central and 
downtown Chapel Hill. The development of the area enhances the quality of life for the 
Town of Chapel Hill and those who reside in the surrounding neighborhoods. The Central 
West area responds to the needs of the Town, the neighborhoods, and the evolving Carolina 
North campus by: 
  
• Developing walkable and bikeable destinations that include locally-focused retail and 

public green spaces and amenities, including a “town square” 
• Improving the attractiveness and safety for pedestrians – particularly school children and 

bicyclists by creating  new sidewalks, bicycle paths, and greenways, while also improving 
the existing infrastructure 

• Respecting the integrity and needs of the surrounding neighborhoods while inviting 
them into to the new destinations, amenities, and public spaces  

• Mitigating the impact of new development on traffic through increased utilization of 
public transit and limited (defined) road enhancements 

• Respecting the environment, enhancing the area’s natural features, and implementing 
storm water management standards 

• Providing for a diversity of both uses and population 
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Proposed Street Character Vision 
 

• MLK and Estes Drive Streetscape Elements 

• Intersection Characters 

• Short Setbacks 

• Building facades 

• Inclusion of Green Space 

 

• MLK Streetscape Elements 

• Landscaped Median 

• Pedestrian Refuges 

• Bicycle and Pedestrian Buffers 

 

• MLK and Estes Drive Streetscape Elements 

• Street Frontage 

• Buildings and Street Furnishings 

• Estes Drive – From Schools to Library 
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Proposed Street Character Vision 
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Proposed Street Character Vision 
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These are 
recommendations 
that the Steering 

Committee has been 
discussed. 

 
Would the 

Committee like to 
include these in the 

language in Chapter 4 
of the Small Area 

Plan? 
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These heights 
need to be 
discussed. 
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