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Affordable Housing: Housing in which the occupants pay no more  than 30 percent of their  gross  income for overall housing expenses, including utilities. Affordable housing programs are generally targeted to households earning 80 percent or less of
the area's median income.
Density: Gross  density refers  to  the  average number of families, persons or  housing units  allocated per  gross  unit  of land.  Net  density is the maximum density permitted to  be developed per  unit  of  land  after  deducting any required open
space, easements and  publicly dedicated rights-of-way.
Housing Choice: Refers to the  availability of  a variety of types and  locations of  housing. Housing can vary  according to size (number of rooms or stories), styles (construction frame, etc.), type (single-family versus  duplex or multifamily), location, price, and  other characteristics.
Housing Unit: A house, an apartment, a manufactured home, a group of  rooms or a single room occupied as separate living quarters or, if vacant, intended for  occupancy as separate living quarters.
Incentive: An inducement provided by the Town or other government agency to encourage development of a certain type or in a certain area. Examples include special status for processing applications, providing land, paying for infrastructure, density bonuses, etc.

Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance: May refer to either a mandatory requirement or voluntary objective to set aside a percentage of all housing units in new residential developments as affordable housing for rent or purchase by low- and moderate-income households. The Town enacted an Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance that mandates a set-aside percentage for affordable housing for new developments that propose five or more units to provide 15 percent (10 percent in the Town Center) of the units at prices that are affordable to low- to moderate-income households.
In-Lieu Payment: Refers to a regulatory provision whereby a developer of a project may make a financial contribution to meet the goals of certain Town programs, instead of constructing the project itself to meet these goals. 
Intensity: The degree to which land is used, generally measured by a ratio of the type of land use to the amount of land devoted to that use.

Low-Income Housing: Housing which is affordable to households with incomes 80 percent or less of the median income of a given area, as determined by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

Median Family Income: The median income of any group of two or more people who are related by birth, marriage, or adoption, and who reside together in one housing unit.

Median Household Income: The median income of an individual or a group of people, whether related or not, who share a housing unit. 
Median Income: Income distribution that is divided into two exactly equal parts, one having incomes above the median and the other having incomes below the median. For households and families, the median income is based on the distribution of the total number of units including those with no income.

Public Housing: The Town’s Housing Department provides affordable, quality housing for low-income families. The department manages 336 public-housing apartments in 13 neighborhoods throughout Chapel Hill and Carrboro.

Special Use Permit: Allows a specific exception to the zoning regulations from a list of acceptable exceptions for a particular parcel of land in a district of a particular zoning character. The local zoning authority reviews and grants special use permits.

Workforce Housing: Housing affordable to households earning between 80 and 120 percent of the area median income for a defined area such as a municipality.
Zoning: Regulatory mechanism through which the Town regulates the location, size, and use of the properties and buildings. Zoning regulations are intended to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the community and to lessen congestion, prevent overcrowding, avoid undue

concentration of population, and facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewage schools, parks, and other public services.
Durham-Chapel Hill Metropolitan Statistical Area

 (Durham, Orange, and Chatham Counties)

Median Income: $67,700

	Number of people in the household
	1

person
	2
people
	3
people
	4
people
	5
people
	6
people
	7
people
	8
people

	Income Level = 30% area median income
	$14,250

or

less
	$14,251 to

$16,250
	$16,251 

to

$18,300
	$18,301

to

$20,300
	$20,301

to

$21,950
	$21,951 

to

$23,550
	$23,551

to

$25,200
	$25,201

to

$26,800

	Income Level = 50% area median income
	$14,251

to

$23,700
	$23,701

to

$27,100
	$27,101

to

$30,500
	$30,501

to

$33,850
	$33,851

to

$36,600
	$36,601

to

$39,300
	$39,301

to

$42,000
	$42,001

to

$44,700

	Income Level = 80% area median income
	$23,701

to

$37,950
	$37,951

to

$43,350
	$43,351

to

$48,750
	$48,751

to

$54,150
	$54,151

to

$58,500
	$58,501

to

$62,850
	$62,851

to

$67,150
	$67,151 

to

$71,500


Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Website: http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/il/il13/index.html and http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/il/il13/nc.pdf 

Income limits as of 12/2012
