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AMERICAN LEGION TASK FORCE MEMBERSHIP
Name Interest Task Force Office

AT-LARGE APPLICANTS
Rachel Schaevitz Community Member Member

Ryun Miller Community Member Member

Michael Andrews Community Member Member

Lew Brown Community Member Alternate

MAYOR & COUNCIL
Mayor Pam Heminger Mayor & Council Member

Council Member Donna Bell Mayor & Council Member

Council Member Nancy Oates Mayor & Council Member

OTHER MEMBERSHIP
Neal Bench Planning Commission Member

Joan Guilkey
Parks, Greenways, and 
Recreation Commission Member

Wesley McMahon
Parks, Greenways, and 
Recreation Commission Alternate

Dan Cefalo Cultural Arts Commission Member

Scott Radway
Business/commercial 
development Member

Laurie Paolicelli

Chapel Hill/Orange County 
Visitors Bureau Executive 
Director Member

Pat Heinrich
Chapel Hill Carrboro City 
Schools Member



American Legion Design Charrette  

Design Team: 

Dan Jewell 
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Jared Martinson 
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Town of Chapel Hill
American Legion Property Public Input Workshop
April 8, 2017 

Agenda

Public is encouraged to drop in and provide input on possible site uses, stay all day or drop in.

9:00am - 9:15am Introduction of site, recap of City Council principles and 
process

9:15am – 11:30am Open public input, interact with designers on potential property uses

11:30 - noon Small group reporting

Noon - 12:30 Break for designers

12:30pm - 2:45pm Additional public input, designers refine concepts

2:45pm - 3:15pm Designers draw and refine concepts

3:15pm - 4:00pm Presentation by designers of concept plans and review of next 
steps



American Legion Property 
Fact Sheet 
Charrette  
4/8/2017 

Land Area 
Total:      36.16 acres 

Resource Conservation District  
     (Stream Buffer):   8.63 acres 

Area in Steep Slopes:   1.34 acres 
Developable Area:    28.19 acres 

Pond Area:    3.12 acres 

Planning Info 
2020 Land Use Plan 

Designation:  Parks /Open Space 
   Portion within North 15-501 Future Focus Area 

Existing Zoning:  R-2, Residential-2 

Surrounding Uses:  Northwest: Office 
    Southwest: Vacant & Single-family residential 
    South:  Elementary School & Town Park 
    East:  Single-family residential 
    Northeast: Liberty Health Care—Retirement Community 

Street Frontage:  Legion Road 
    531.7 feet 

Utilities:  Municipal water – Orange Water and Sewer Authority  
Sanitary sewer – Orange Water and Sewer Authority  
Electric – Duke Energy  
Natural gas – PSNC Energy  
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Post-It Note Comment

Offset town's $7M by selling-partnering with portion of the property

So much noise increase next to Meadows & even Turnberry

A safe space for kids

A place for students for study

Place to showcase the cultural diversity in the community

Park maintenance cost!  Noisy, yells, no control of who comes in -- as after now to steal from abutters houses.

Community uses!  This is town Land!

Do NOT let in any more development.  No shops. No restaurants. No apartment.

Please use the botanical garden buildings as you model.  Permeable parking, water retention, covered walkways

We want a park

Please offset any loss of trees with replacement in other areas.

Incorporate citizen emails received in Jan/Feb 2017

Does the pond have a spring as a source?  Would that keep us from removing it?  What is pond depth?

Take into account full ongoing maintenance cost for any new development that town is responsible for.

invite scout troops and local volunteers to help maintain or help create some areas.

Please consider increasing taxes as an option.  This in an investment for the town.  We many never have the chance again.

invite the NC botanical garden to advise re: native plants and help get rid of invasive.

Do things with this space that can only be done there.

Do not have anything that will require a lot maintenance/funds

Leave some untouched areas for wild life.

Well integrated with other public and private areas

Be visible, but edge of property, no vertical stores, garden appearance from distance

Do we need to replicate community park on Estes? No.

Preserve wooded areas, no subtraction of tree canopy.

Traffic improvements on Ephesus Church Road

Asset for entire community

Chapel Hill homeschools would love to have some space and work with you.

Consult parks master plan

No plan addressed or discussed millennials

No development at all unless affordable

Leverage with school to build better community facilities

Preserve stream corridor 100' buffer not 150' foot.

Retain storm water as much as possible

Retain local governmental control of site  -  do not cede to private developer whose interests do not align with the town's, or 
HOA which can fall prey to tiny minority of control freaks

Make the public parties work together

Rename larger park area from "Ephesus's Park" to "Legion Park"

Keep lots of wooded areas - large park with natural surface trails too!!

Subdivide section behind and to the left of the existing building to reduce cost of property

No mixed use development

Green oasis new for larger development

Keep as much currently forested land as possible in forested condition

What is wrong with tree and park that everyone can enjoy.  No noise.  No kiddy playground

Modest revenue generating to offset purchase price

Consider effect of development on neighborhood's property values

Figure out how to handle increased traffic on Legion Road

As little concrete as possible

Be certain that commercial/mixed use will pay for what is the "P.C." demanded space

Priority -- that this BENEFITS the exiting community / neighborhoods

Post-It Notes: Guidelines & Principles
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Do not DESTROY HABITAT - we have precious wildlife

Do not build a huge commercial property. do not mess up water system

Our community already has several empty retail spaces very close by (i.e. Eastgate).  Whatever is created should fill a need. 
Something that people really want.  Not just to maximize profit.

Traffic consideration w/school

This is an investment for the entire town, not just neighbors

Remove the small building the small building containing the dance studio

Control noise level from amphitheater

Partnership opportunity w/ Ephesus Elementary

Explore recreational use opportunities

Paint over bad stuff at back of studio

No need or want commercial development

Understand area growth around property

Environment keep  pervious surfaces (not paved)

Better understand property overall

Preserve the woods

This land should be a park!  No more brick and mortar buildings in this area.

Recreation - maximize facilities concern that tax base should not drive this development.  "Legion Park" name

This is a messy piece of land, dead tree logs, rotting vegetation of all kinds. Expanding existing park and get eyes on the 
street

We continue to struggle for adequate land for new schools…with land adjacent to Ephesus Elementary, could this be a future 
middle school site.

Species inventory?

Importance shade on stream to keep up water quality

Post-It Notes: Guidelines & Principles
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Post-It Note Comments

Multi-modal trail to DHIC

Connect park use to school property

Connectivity  to neighborhoods, schools, commercial. Bike/ped access 15-501

Paved multiuse paths (not dirt) connecting different uses.

Improved waling trails.

Paths to walk to school

Bike ped connections across site to existing _______entrances

Connect Ephesus Church Road to Legion Road with bike and walking paths.

First-class bike access via Legion, Clover and through school property

Formal road connection to neighbors.  No thru road from school

Consider link to park & school

Formal walking paths to school

Trails that connect neighborhoods and parks

No extension of Fountain Ridge

Goal for site.  Establish connections (of walking/biking/stroller/skateboard paths to hook up Ephesus School, 
Legion Road (like Silver Creek / Springcrest have)

Connected to neighborhoods

Walkability

Multi-modal trail to Booker Creek Trail

Connectivity to park + the elementary school

Post-It Notes: Connectivity
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Post-It Note Comment

Builidng for art / music / dance

Community has lost Deepdish Theater.  Provide good space and equipment for 12-month use.

Cemetery that could look like a garden/hillside--no headstones; as much space as they can get.

Cemtery Advisory Board allocate portion near road for cemetery land does not have to

Out of space at Memorial Cemetery would prefer location near Legion Road

Use part of the land for cemetery expansion/annex with affordable housing project being up on land reserved for cemetery expansion as needed, 
there are no burial plots in Chapel Hill fits alongside parks, athletes, apartments, etc.

Adventure (nature) playground no 8 -16

Fenced playground with shade suitable for a range of ages

Make a kids playground

Perimeter kids train (paid tickets)

Playground area.  Please include swings

Please, please, please put in a splash pad for children. Example Coeur de ______ Idaho.

Recreation facilities for young children

Splash garden!

Splash pad

Splash pad

Splash pad

Splash park

Classes for all ages:  Pottery; Photography; Language; Computer skills/coding; Yoga

Community center inclusive of LGBQT, Vets, Refugees

Community center like Homestead and Seymour Senior Center, pool skateboard, inside meeting space and coffee shop

Use existing building for community centers -- classes for teens -- seniors -- arts/language/fitness

Very localized congeinial buiiding along Legion

Garden or after school space

Children's garden

Community garden

Community garden opportunities

Daycare - Senior Center Combo

Head start combined with adult day services/dementia care program/intergenerational

A bar/dog park, where people could have fun with dogs or they want a coffee or something like that to relax while playing with your dog.

Dog park

After school & summer camp

High school service learning opportunities

Make sure to save space for new schools to accommodate all of that new development

Outdoor education for CH/C students - include area east of elementary school - could become self sustaining by offering program to other 
districts for a fee - use the pond , ropes course, zip line course

Vocational training programs - tech repair food service, welding, electricity, auto mechanics

Outdoor recreation space (Farmer's Market, selling space for local artists, theater, picnic areas

Farmer's Market + Trails + Natural Playground

Farmer's Market with park

Event space for farmer's market, which could create income for the City.

Farmer's Market 

Farmer's Market is a a great idea.

Farmer's Market!

Farmer's Market!

Farmer's Market!

Farmers Market Pavilion (with community events in summer)

Love the Farmer's Market idea!!!

Multi-purpose pavillion

Multi-purpose pavillion for Farmer's Market and events

Multi-use canopy structure (like Carrboro Town Commons, Durham Central Park, State Farmers Market)

Permanent farmer's market

Permanent space for Farmer's Market

Space for Farmer's Market near parking and light industry (no housing)

Farmer's Market -- What does it draw to (i.e. people who go to the current location may also go into the Mall)  Complementary -- food truck 
rodeos, other events.

Post-It Notes: Desired Uses
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Some combination of kid space, art space, commercial (food?) establishments

This has been very successful in New Orleans:  City Park, pop up coffee shop; ice cream shop, making a profit and paying rent

Mixed use that keeps a lot of green space.  Retail / housing combo with AFFORDABLE SMALL SCALE housing (ie 2 small business w/ 2-3 rental 
properties)

Affordable housing

Family-friendly multi-family housing

If housing, identified for teachers

Lean into Senior Housing  --  Age targeted use

Mixed income housing

Mixed-use housing

Need increase single family or townhouse residential

Teacher housing (affordable hoousing for faculty / staff of CHCCS)

Gym

Indoor rec facility for Ephesus School to use during the day and and community during evenings and weekends 

Indoor sports facility to generate income (instead of retail/offices along Legion Road)

Children's museum, Outdoor space, ground floor café

Kidzu

Kidzu

Kidzu

Picnic shelter

Picnic shelter w/grills and bathrooms

Community gathering place

Food trucks, with local bands playing in amphitheater

Amphitheater 

Band shell

Covered shelter for performance -- amphitheater

Dance pavilion

Outdoor amphitheater

Space for outdoor concert series.

Performance space outdoor stage

Mostly park, with trails, natural acreas, maybe children's playground

Park / Nature Center/ Community Center

Make it a beautiful park with a building with a kitchen for wedding, meeting events and dancing with permenant  Farmer's Market

Park / Recreational Area

Natural areas (gardens)

Accessible park for all ages and all abilities.  Wheelchair accessible. Fitness equipment handicapped accessible.  Charging station electric wheel 
chairs.  Restrooms w/adult changing table.  See Arc Park in Richmond, VA.

More trails for quite walking to get away from technology and organized life.

Allow old baseball field to stay natural - maybe plant trees and make shady area  and picnic tables. Ultimate goal less structuring

Bike trails

Expand Ephesus Park with wooded and some field and batting field

Expansion of Ephesus Park

Great big park

Green space

Greenways and trails

Meadows, picnics, games, drones, kites.  Like Dix in Raleigh or Merritt's Pasture

Open area to play Frisbee, pick up games - not formal ballfield.

Park - park - park :)

Park land (with picnic areas)

Park space

Park space (at least part of main part of property left undisturbed except trails, tables, etc.)

Park with integrated greenways

Parks and recreation space

Please turn land over to quiet outdoor space. Trails. Ponds. People need to get away from noise and technology and find peace and quiet.

Preserve or expand area with foot/bike trails.

Trails

Unstructured open space.  Maintain open areas for play, relaxation, etc.

Use all land for park and recreation

Post-It Notes: Desired Uses
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Walking / biking trails

Walking paths

Walking trails

Fishing deck/pier if pond reatined at current size

Keep lake for fishing

Keep pond -- nature lovers, birders appreciate

Paddle boats

Paddle boats on exiting pond

Pond in some form, trails

Replace the dam on the west side of the pond

Stock pond with fish for catch and release

Allow the northeas field to regrow  / replace plants, shrubs and trees

Wildlife corridors

Recreational / play space

Active recreation space

Outdoor recreation facilties such as sports facilities

Pool 

Public amenities e.g. tennis courts, pool

Public amenities e.g. tennis courts, pool

Ropes course team building activities zip line

Skate park

Skate park

Sports and healthy lifestyle theme

Sports venue

Tennis

Zip line

Sports venue with lots of active groups  and parks and rec headquarters

Adjoining baseball fields

Explore recreation use

Skateboarding & skating area -- maybe when Farmer's Market is not in use

Gathering space for concerts, movies, meetings, maybe weddings (could be rented out)

Rennovate existing hall (+grounds) to create a space that could be rented for events / weddings/ conferences,etc.

Commercial along Legion Road

Liberty Health will provide needed services in Chapel Hill.  Let them expand and help support open land costs

Benches with backs on them

Create veterans area designed by veterans, flag, benches, gardens, monument, 

Don’t keep pond.  Mosquitoes and not natural anyway

Fountain

Joint use opportunities

Leave studio how it is

Library extension

Limited commercial on Legion Road

Police substation in existing building

Possible small low-impact parking at entrance to plot, no big thru pads

Public space

Sculptures dotted through wooded and park areas, but used as an income option were community members could pay for a spot and supply the 
sculpture  keeping with community standards.

Use exsiting building for activities for all ages

Focus on multi-use facilities (i.e. not a dedicated pickle ball facility)

Post-It Notes: Desired Uses

�3
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Team Jared Table Notes



Team Dan Table Notes



Team Ashley Table Notes
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