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THE CURRENT 
Are Fertilizers Turning Our 

Water Green? 

 fertilizers.  Zero-P fertilizer is now more 
available.  Ask your landscaper to use it.  
 
Links: 
♦ The science of phosphorus 

♦ A Homeowner’s Guide to Fertilizer 

♦ More tips 

 

 

 

Fertilizers, applied incorrectly or too frequently, run off yards and 
gardens into storm drains and creeks where they can cause algae 
blooms and harm aquatic life and drinking water quality. Consider 
natural or beneficial landscaping for your yard!  More 
 
If you fertilize, know your lawn: type of grass and soil condition 
Save time, money, and potential harm to your lawn by learning 
how nutrients, soil pH, and seasonal fluctuations affect the type of 
grass you have.  April is too late to fertilize fescue lawns, according 
to the NC Cooperative Extension, and fertilizing fescue after March 
15 and before September, may lead to Brown Patch disease.  Warm 
season grasses (Bermuda, Centipede or Zoysia) can be fertilized 
May and July. Test your soils to determine what the soil needs, and 
NEVER spread fertilizer before a rain, apply too much, or leave 
stray fertilizer on sidewalks or in the road.  Sweep it up and put it 
back on the lawn. 
 
NC Agronomic Services provides free to low cost soil testing.  Boxes 
for submitting samples are available from the Cooperative 
Extension Offices and the NC Botanical Garden.  Samples must be 
taken or mailed to Raleigh for testing.    Soil Testing in NC 

 
 Lawn Care Tips & Understanding Fertilizer 

Quick Topics 

Alerts 

Public Hearing Will Address 
Stormwater Draft Master Plan 

 

 It’s Spring! 
Are you cleaning sheds, 
garages and basements?  
Please recycle chemicals, 
paints, batteries, CFLs and 
other hazardous  waste 
through Orange County’s  
 

Town of Chapel Hill Engineering Division 
Stormwater Management  919-969-RAIN   

www.townofchapelhill.org/stormwater 

      
     

     
        

        
      

     
        

 

   

Comments about the stormwater  draft 
master plan may be made at the Town 
Council public hearing on Monday, 
April 21, 2014.  The Town Council 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.  at  the 
Southern Human Services Center 
Complex, 2501 Homestead Road 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27516 

See page 2 for information about the 
proposed master plan. 

 

Household Hazardous Waste collection on 
Eubanks Road. Protect streams and 
groundwater with proper disposal!  Info 

 

 

Fertilizers are one of the main culprits of 
algae overgrowth in our waterways.  NC 
soils usually have enough phosphorus to 
supply needed nutrients to established 
lawns.  Agronomists will advocate for use 
of phosphorus for new turf and if soil 
tests indicate a need for it.  Several states 
have banned the use of phosphorus in 

       
         

        
          

 

www.michigan.gov 

http://www.water.ncsu.edu/watershedss/info/phos.html
http://www.ncagr.gov/cyber/kidswrld/plant/label.htm
http://www.nccleanwater.org/involvement/house/yard.php
http://www.epa.gov/greenkit/landscap.htm
http://www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/sthome.htm
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq%20%20/ws/su/bmp-manual
http://www.townofchapelhill.org/index.aspx?page=15&recordid=6038
http://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=2501+Homestead+Road%2c+Chapel+Hill%2c+North+Carolina+27516
http://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=2501+Homestead+Road%2c+Chapel+Hill%2c+North+Carolina+27516
http://www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling/hhw.asp


 

“The Current” may be found online at townofchapelhill.org/stormwater 
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leaf packs and on rocks in 
streams.  Their presence – or 
absence- can indicate stress or 
changes in water quality and 
habitat conditions over 
periods of time.  For instance, 
dragonfly larvae, indicators 
of good water quality, may 
develop over five years 
before emerging from the 
water as adults.   
 
Read monitoring reports 
 

 

 

 

 

Should We Buy  
Flood Insurance? 

 
Hurricane Season 

June 1- November 30 
It takes a month after application 

for flood insurance to go into effect. 
Learn More 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Macroinvertebrate Assessments  
Grade Stream Quality 

 

Dave Lenat and Trish McPherson sort and count 
macroinvertebrates collected from Cedar Fork.   

Lenat Consulting Services conducts annual 
assessments in  Chapel Hill and Carrboro to 

study what is living in our streams and to 
correlate climatic and human factors to the 

species found. Macroinvertebrates, or 
organisms without backbones that are visible 

to the naked eye, live on the bottom or in 

 

 

 

Pools are treated with chlorine, 
salt, stabilizers, and algaecides to 
prevent algae and protect 
swimmers from bacteria, but if 
those chemicals are discharged 
into streams, they will kill aquatic 
life. It is unlawful to discharge 
pool water directly into storm 
drains, streets, or creeks. 
 
Send backwash into a tank or 
over a rock pad to dissipate 
energy and allow diffuse flow 
into landscaped areas.  Call 
OWASA at 919-968-4421 to 
authorize direct plumbing of pool 
discharges to the sanitary sewer. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 
Before discharging pool water: 

 1)  Scoop out leaves, dirt and debris. 

 2)  Discontinue adding chemicals to your pool 
or spa (dechlorinate) for 5-10 days or until 
water pH is between 6.5 and 8.0. 

Then, if your pool is not plumbed to the 
sanitary sewer: 

 1)  Choose an area at least 50’ from streams 
and away from streets, storm drains, and 
neighbors’ yards. 

 2) Slowly discharge dechlorinated water into 
landscaped areas.  If the volume of water is 
large, the process may take several days to 
prevent soil saturation and erosion.   

 3)  Saltwater pools may NOT be discharged to 
either storm or sanitary sewers.  Call 919-
969-7246 for info. 

 

 Stormwater Management  
Draft Master Plan Available 

Two opportunities for the public to 
learn more about the proposed 
stormwater master plan and to give 
input will be held in Meeting Room 
B of the Chapel Hill Public Library. 
Drop in times are: 

Wednesday, April 16 - 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m., with a brief presentation at 11:45 

a.m.   
& 

Thursday, May 1 - 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., with 
a brief presentation at 4:45 p.m. that will 

be repeated at 5:45 p.m. 

A public hearing on the master plan 
will be held at the Town Council 
meeting on Monday, April 21. 

Written comments may be submitted 
to the Town Council or Town staff 
until May 23, 2014. 

Draft Master Plan 
tinyurl.com/psc47sk  

Hard copies available at CH Public Library 

 

 

Crayfish “in berry”  
(with eggs) 
Tyler R. Black, Ph.D. 
NC Wildlife Resources Commission 

 

Avoid “Pool-ution”  

http://www.townofchapelhill.org/index.aspx?page=1947
http://www.floodsmart.gov/
http://hawriver.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/RW-Pres-5-ID-Macros_20100513_web.pdf
http://www.townofchapelhill.org/index.aspx?page=383
http://www.townofchapelhill.org/index.aspx?page=383
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